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With Governor Cuomo preparing to deliver his State of the State address today, America’s Natural Gas 
Alliance (ANGA) is calling upon him to recognize that as the fifth largest user of natural gas in the 
country, the state should open its borders to safe natural gas development through hydraulic fracturing. 

While New York continues to derive massive benefits from natural gas use, half the equation is missing. 
Opening the state to hydraulic fracturing would create tens of thousands of jobs, add hundreds of 
millions, if not billions, of dollars into New York’s economy, and allow the state to contribute to its own 
clean air economy. By blocking high volume hydraulic fracturing, New York inexplicably is denying its 
citizens the benefits that neighboring states are getting from responsible natural gas development. 

As the Governor mulls ways to advance the New York economy and open the state for business, here 
are some of the benefits natural gas produced in other states is bringing to New York: 

 Nearly two million homes in New York City are now serviced by natural gas, improving air quality 
and reducing particulate matter by converting to clean burning natural gas; 

 The Spectra Pipeline is bringing clean, abundant and affordable natural gas through reliable 
state of the art infrastructure to the New York City metro area. This is the first major energy 
infrastructure improvement in New York City in nearly four decades;  

 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) continues to be an attractive fuel for trucks and delivery fleets 
throughout New York State. CNG burns cleaner and costs less than two-thirds the price of 
traditional gasoline.  Many CNG vehicle owners are recouping the cost of CNG conversions 
within two years. Notable New York fleets now using CNG include Waste Management in 
Rochester, Frito-Lay in Brooklyn, Try-It Distributing in Buffalo, Manhattan Beer Distributors in 
New York City and perhaps most notably, various agencies of New York State government itself 
make-up the largest CNG fleet in the state; 

 NYSERDA continues to recognize the value of natural gas and other alternative fuel sources. 
Green Bank incentives are at an all-time high as the market seeks out cheaper and cleaner 
energy alternatives for future needs, including natural gas; 

 In one of his final acts as New York City Mayor, Michael Bloomberg noted that citywide 
greenhouse gas emissions had dropped 19% since 2005, largely due to conversion and use of 
cleaner natural gas. 

As noted in the PlaNYC sustainability blueprint for New York City and the Governor’s Energy Highway, 
natural gas is an increasing and integral component in meeting New York State’s energy needs for the 
foreseeable future.   

ANGA looks forward to supporting science-based public policy to ensure that New York and the rest of 
the nation take full advantage of the opportunities natural gas provides. This cannot happen in New 
York if the state does not allow natural gas development, governed by the same stringent regulations 
that neighboring states employ. We urge the Governor to follow the path that his fellow Governors from 
both parties have taken, not only to take advantage of natural gas use, but also of natural gas 
development which can take place safely and responsibly to the betterment of all New Yorkers.  
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